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Dear Mr. Gandam:
 
Thank you for your letters of November 1 and 23, 2023 regarding the seven resolutions related to Municipal
Affairs that were passed by Alberta Municipalities members at your fall convention.
 
I am pleased to provide the attached ministry responses to the resolutions, and I look forward to continuing
to work with Alberta Municipalities to strengthen the province’s communities.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Ric McIver
Minister
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Good afternoon,
 
Please find attached letter.
 
Thank you,
 
 
 
Tyler Gandam  | President

E: president@abmunis.ca
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November 1, 2023 
 
Honourable Ric McIver 
Minister of Municipal Affairs 
320 Legislature Building 
10800 97 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6 
 
Dear Minister McIver: 
 
Every year, Alberta Municipalities members have the opportunity to submit resolutions on issues of 
importance to them. These resolutions are then debated and voted on at our fall Convention by 
hundreds of mayors and councillors from our member municipalities – Alberta’s summer villages, 
villages, towns, cities, and specialized municipalities.  
 
Adopted resolutions remain active for three years and highlight the priorities of Alberta’s municipal 
leaders. In many cases, these resolutions call for action or support from the Government of Alberta 
to help meet current needs or to help set local communities up for future success.  
 
Alberta’s municipal leaders ask that you review and respond to the enclosed 2023 resolutions that 
pertain to your Ministry.  


• B11  Maintaining Non-Partisan Municipal Elections 
• B12  Inclusion of Libraries in Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks 
• B13  Provincial Funding for Growing Municipalities 
• C6  Capital Budget Disclosures Negatively Impacting Procurement Processes 
• E1  Enhancing Amusement Ride Safety 
• E2 Adequate Level of Provincial Funding for Community Infrastructure 


 
For your awareness, I want to highlight a few details on the following resolutions.  
 
B11: Maintaining Non-Partisan Municipal Elections 
As your ministry currently begins consultation on the Local Authorities Election Act (LAEA) and seeks 
input on support for political parties at the municipal government level, we highlight that 95 per cent 
of our members voted in favour of this resolution to refrain from introducing partisan politics in local 
elections. We recognize that Premier Smith has expressed concerns about the level of voter turnout 
in municipal elections and the suggestion that political parties could make it easier for electors to 
understand the positions of municipal candidates. While increasing voter turnout in municipal 
elections is a worthwhile goal, our members and the public are not supportive of political parties at 
the local level and there are other steps that could be taken to help increase voter turnout.  
 
In September 2023, Janet Brown Opinion Research conducted a public poll on behalf of Alberta 
Municipalities and found that: 


• 3 in 4 Albertans would prefer to see municipal candidates run as independents as opposed 
to part of a political party, and 



https://www.abmunis.ca/system/files/2023-09/Political%20Parties%20in%20Alberta%20Municipal%20Elections%20-%20Sep%202023.pdf
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• 81% of Albertans agree that municipal officials who are part of a political party would vote 
along party lines, and not necessarily in the best interest of the community.  


 
If increasing voter turnout is the primary goal, ABmunis would be interested in partnering with the 
Government of Alberta to consider alternative initiatives that could increase resident engagement in 
municipal elections without the introduction of political parties. You can look forward to additional 
feedback from us on this topic through your ministry’s formal LAEA consultation this fall.  
 
B12: Inclusion of Libraries in Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks 
This resolution aligns with our Recommendations on the Future of Municipal Collaboration, which we 
shared with you by letter on October 16, 2023. One of our recommendations relates to the need for 
the Municipal Government Act to reference the cost-sharing principles of fairness and equity. While 
not all municipalities have libraries, in cases where a library exists, the host municipality is typically 
responsible for funding a significant portion of the operations. In the spirit of cost-sharing regionally 
benefiting services, the MGA should be updated to clarify that libraries are within the scope of 
intermunicipal collaboration frameworks (ICF). We recognize that this relates to a larger discussion 
about third-party services under ICFs, but libraries are a common program to which municipalities 
financially contribute across Alberta.  
 
E2: Adequate Level of Provincial Funding for Community Infrastructure 
ABmunis is extremely thankful for your contributions and support in the design of the Local 
Government Fiscal Framework (LGFF) thus far. We appreciate that your ministry has implemented 
most of our recommendations on the funding pot including: 


• Legislating the funding program for stability, 
• Linking the funding pot to changes in provincial revenue to align with the growth of Alberta’s 


economy and local community needs, 
• Using a three-year lag to calculate the funding pot so that municipalities can be informed of 


their funding allocation for the next two years, which will enable them to plan for their future 
more effectively, and 


• We appreciate your government’s recent action to remove the 50 per cent cap on the growth 
factor calculation so that the annual change in the funding pot more closely mirrors changes 
in the Government of Alberta’s revenue and Alberta’s economy.  


 
We also know you are aware of our concern with the long-term downward trend in provincial funding 
for community infrastructure. Our main concern is that if LGFF starts at $722 million and the 
Government of Alberta’s revenue follows a similar growth rate as the past, it could take 20 years, 
until 2040 to 2045, until the LGFF funding pot grows to the average that municipalities received 
under the Municipal Sustainability Initiative between 2010 and 2019. This doesn’t even consider the 
funding gap that would exist due to growth in Alberta’s population and inflationary pressures on 
construction costs.  
 
Since LGFF will serve as the province’s primary municipal infrastructure funding program, ABmunis 
Board felt it important to go to our members to seek clarity on what level of funding municipalities 
consider acceptable for when LGFF starts in 2024. We looked at various metrics and all suggested 
that the starting amount of LGFF should be at least $1.75 billion. These are explained in the 
resolution, which members approved with an overwhelming majority of 98 per cent in favour.  
 
The quality of Alberta’s community infrastructure is a critical factor in the quality of life offered in 
Alberta’s communities and is a key element to create a competitive advantage to attract and retain 



https://www.abmunis.ca/system/files/2023-09/Recommendations%20on%20the%20Future%20of%20Intermunicipal%20Collaboration%20%20-%20Approved%20August%202023.pdf
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people, families, workers, and business investment in all communities across Alberta. With the 
success of the Alberta is Calling campaign, municipal governments need a corresponding increase in 
funding to support the improvement and expansion of local infrastructure and we look for your 
support to increase the starting amount of LGFF.  
 
Note that we are also sending a letter to Premier Smith on our request for an increase to LGFF.  
 
If you wish to review the resolutions pertaining to other ministries, they can be found on our website 
at: https://www.abmunis.ca/advocacy-resources/resolutions/resolutions-library. If you have any 
questions about ABmunis, our resolutions, or our advocacy, I invite you to contact me by email at 
president@abmunis.ca or on my cell phone at (780) 312-0660. 
 
We look forward to your consideration of and response to the resolutions. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
 
 


Tyler Gandam 
President, Alberta Municipalities 
 
Enclosure  



https://www.abmunis.ca/advocacy-resources/resolutions/resolutions-library
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ABmunis Resolution 2023-B11 


Maintaining Non-Partisan Municipal Elections  
 
Moved by:  City of Brooks 
Seconded by:  Village of Duchess 
 
WHEREAS municipal elections in Alberta have been predominantly free from political party influence, 
affording local elected officials the autonomy to debate and vote on community issues based on the 
best interests of their community; 
 
WHEREAS at the Provincial level there has been comment on opening the door to having political 
parties at the local level; 
 
WHEREAS partisan politics would restrict individual elected officials from independently pursuing the 
best interests of the municipality but instead bind them by the ideology of the political party they 
represent; and 
 
WHEREAS the current Local Authorities Elections Act (LAEA) does not explicitly restrict political party 
influence in local elections.    
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Provincial Government to 
refrain from introducing partisan politics in local government elections;  
 
AND IT IS FURTHERED RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the Government of 
Alberta to amend the LAEA to prohibit partisanship infiltrating local elections or politics in any way 
including political party endorsements of local candidates, donations directly or indirectly to local 
candidates, or by way of any other influence.       
 
BACKGROUND: 
Local government elected officials are closer to the people they represent than any other form of 
government. These representatives also live in their community, which is not always the case for 
those elected provincially or federally. Local representatives interact with their citizens often, are 
accountable to their citizens and are easily accessible.   
 
On any community issue they face, these local elected officials bring their experience and what they 
believe is best for the overall community and express this through their debate and vote. This is 
critical in local government and plays a big part in why local government is the most accountable and 
efficient form of government. 
 
Partisanship in local politics would be a disappointment. No longer could our local elected officials 
vote on what they believe is best for the community, but instead, they would be beholden to vote 
based on the ideology of the political party they represent. In the few cases where elected officials in 
non-local governments dare vote on what they feel is in the best interests of their constituents rather 
than by their parties’ ideologies, they have been alienated by the party. This has the effect of leaving 
their constituents frustrated with the feeling their voice has been further eroded.   
 
For our municipalities to remain efficient, effective and accountable, it is critical that we leave no 
room for partisan politics. Thank you for your consideration and support of this resolution.  
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ABmunis Resolution 2023-B12 


Inclusion of Libraries in Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks 
 
Moved by:  Town of Cardston 
Seconded by:  Town of Magrath 
 
WHEREAS the purpose of Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks (ICFs) is to ensure municipalities 
contribute funding to services that benefit their residents (MGA s. 708.27 (c)); 
 
WHEREAS most libraries serve residents of more than one municipality and the financial 
sustainability of libraries is of great importance to all Alberta municipalities; 
 
WHEREAS Library Boards are created by municipalities by bylaws, and many are primarily funded by 
a municipality, including many municipalities having responsibility for staffing and facility 
maintenance and replacement; 
 
WHEREAS Library Boards are charged in the Libraries Act with the responsibility for funding, but have 
no effective leverage to secure funding for the provision of their services with neighbouring 
municipalities except within the ICF negotiation framework; and  
 
WHEREAS many ICFs currently contain funding provisions for library services within many of the 
negotiated ICF agreements, which is of common knowledge to Municipal Affairs. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the clear articulation by the 
Government of Alberta in legislation that cost sharing for library services is within the scope of 
Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
ICFs are intended to require municipalities to create comprehensive frameworks between them 
which address all intermunicipal services that benefit the residents of both municipalities. This 
ensures that municipalities which benefit from services offered in neighbouring municipalities will 
equitably share in the costs associated with delivering those services. Limiting “intermunicipal 
services” to only those services that are directly administered by municipalities is contrary to the 
Legislature’s intent. With respect to library services, while it is true that Library Boards are separate 
legal entities, the fact remains that they are created and funded by municipalities, and most 
importantly are largely dependent on funding from municipalities to sustain their operations. Since 
ICFs are required to include provisions addressing the proportionate funding of intermunicipal 
services, it is an unreasonable for the Minister of Municipal Affairs to exclude any consideration of 
intermunicipal services that are funded by municipalities.  
 
The MGA 
Part 17.2 of the Municipal Government Act (MGA) creates a flexible framework intended to allow 
municipalities to, either by agreement or through arbitration, craft comprehensive ICFs which 
address all shared services which benefit residents of both municipalities. A broad and purposive 
interpretation of Part 17.2 of the MGA would include all intermunicipal services within the ambit of 
ICFs, regardless of whether the intermunicipal service is delivered directly by a municipality, or if it is 
principally funded by municipalities but delivered by a third party. 
 
Section 708.27 of the MGA confirms that ICFs are intended: 
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“a. To provide for the integrated and strategic planning, delivery and funding of 
intermunicipal services, 
b. To steward scarce resources efficiently in providing local services, and 
c. To ensure municipalities contribute funding to services that benefit their residents.” 


 
Section 708.29 sets broad parameters for what must be included in an ICF: 
 


“(1) A framework must describe the services to be provided under it that benefit residents in 
more than one of the municipalities that are parties to the framework. 
(2) In developing the content of the framework required by subsection (1), the municipalities 
must identify which municipality is responsible for providing which services and outline how 
the services will be delivered and funded. 
(3) Nothing in this Part prevents a framework from enabling an intermunicipal service to be 
provided in only part of a municipality. 
(3.1) Every framework must contain provisions establishing a process for resolving disputes 
that occur while the framework is in effect, other than during a review under section 708.32, 
with respect to 


(a) the interpretation, implementation or application of the framework, and 
(b) any contravention or alleged contravention of the framework. 


(4) No framework may contain a provision that conflicts or is inconsistent with a growth plan 
established under Part 17.1 or with an ALSA regional plan. 
(5) The existence of a framework relating to a service constitutes agreement among the 
municipalities that are parties to the framework for the purposes of section 54.” 


 
Read together, sections 708.27 and 708.29 give municipalities significant flexibility in crafting an 
ICF that covers all intermunicipal services between them, provided those services are municipally 
funded and benefit residents of both municipalities. 
 
The direction in section 708.29(1) is that the ICF “must describe the services to be provided under it 
that benefit residents in more than one of the municipalities that are parties to the framework.” 
There is no reference to excluding intermunicipal services that are municipally funded but are 
operated by third parties. All that is required is that the intermunicipal service be funded by the 
municipalities, and benefit residents in both municipalities, for it to be addressed in the ICF. 
 
Further, there is no indication that the reference to “delivery” of services was intended to exclude 
intermunicipal services delivered by third parties. The broad and unqualified language in section 
708.27 suggests that municipalities can have flexibility in determining how services are planned, 
funded and delivered, and there is no indication in the legislation that ICFs are intended to include 
only certain modes of service delivery and not others. The key consideration is whether the service is 
municipally funded and benefits residents in multiple municipalities (thereby addressing the third 
objective to require municipalities to contribute equitably to services that benefit their residents). 
 
The Libraries Act 
The Libraries Act sets out the relationship between Library Boards and municipal Councils. Section 3 
states that it is the discretion and responsibility of the local municipal Council to establish a library 
board.  
 
“Municipal board  


3 (1) The council of a municipality may, by bylaw, establish a municipal library board.” 
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The Libraries Act continues to expound upon the financial relationship between the Library Board 
and the municipality. It is obvious from section 8 that the local municipal Council continues to have 
great influence and discretion over the financial position of the local Library Board.  
 
“Budget  


8 (1) The municipal board shall before December 1 in each year prepare a budget and an 
estimate of the money required during the ensuing fiscal year to operate and manage the 
municipal library. 
(2) The budget and the estimate of money shall be forthwith submitted to the council of the 


municipality. 
(3) Council may approve the estimate under subsection (1) in whole or in part.” 


 
The province also supplies a great deal of data to show the reliance of Library Boards on the local 
municipal authority. On the Government of Alberta web site, the following financial information is 
shared; 
 
“In 2018: 
Provincial operating grants to public library boards (municipal and system) totaled $30,132,755, 
representing 13% of total library operating revenue. 
 
The province also expended $4,841,109 to support the provincial library network. This included 
funds for SuperNet connectivity for all public libraries, electronic resources and the resource sharing 
network. Total provincial support for public library service amounted to $34,973,864. 
 
Municipal contributions (including in-kind support) to public library boards (municipal and system) 
totaled $173,295,301. This represented 73% of total library operating revenue.” 
(https://www.alberta.ca/public-library-statistics.aspx) 
 
This confirms that the local municipality is the key stakeholder in library funding, and by extension 
should be permitted to negotiate library funding as part of the ICF process.  
 
The successful future of libraries in Alberta is highly dependent on the ability of local municipalities 
to fund them properly, thereby maintaining or increasing library relevance in the community. The fact 
that Municipal Affairs prohibits the negotiation of library funding in the ICF context complicates the 
ability of the local municipality or the local Library Board to secure long term, reliable funding to 
serve the members of all benefitted communities.  
 
The Town of Cardston respectfully requests the support of Alberta Municipalities membership in 
petitioning the Government of Alberta to reconsider their current position on cost-sharing within ICF 
agreements, and to include this service firmly within the scope of future negotiations of ICFs. 
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ABmunis Resolution 2023-B13 


Provincial Funding for Growing Municipalities 
 
Moved by:  City of Airdrie 
Seconded by:  City of Leduc 
 
WHEREAS Alberta’s population increased by more than 347,000 people, or by 8.3%, since 2016;  
 
WHEREAS the Province’s Alberta is Calling campaign encourages people to relocate to Alberta to 
build their futures;  
 
WHEREAS Government of Alberta projections indicate that more than 91% of newcomers are settling 
in urban centres; 
 
WHEREAS urban municipalities support the development of whole communities to house newcomers 
and provide crucial quality of life amenities and services; 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta’s transition from the Municipal Sustainability Initiative to the 
Local Government Fiscal Framework in 2024-25 will result in a 37% decrease in total dedicated 
capital funding to municipalities; 
 
WHEREAS high growth rates require large infrastructure investments in transportation, recreation 
and cultural amenities, water/wastewater and in protective services to ensure that communities 
remain attractive and viable; and 
 
WHEREAS municipalities are very limited in options, other than steep property tax increases, to raise 
necessary capital funds to support large infrastructure investments.   
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to 
actively partner with municipalities absorbing the population growth required to support a vibrant, 
diverse and thriving provincial economy through the creation of a dedicated funding program to 
support the capital investment pressures of growth.    
 
BACKGROUND: 
Alberta is one of Canada’s fastest growing provinces.  The Alberta is Calling campaign actively 
encourages skilled workers to consider relocating to Alberta. Most newcomers are settling in 
urban centres.  
 
According to the Government of Alberta’s Office of Statistics and Information population 
estimates 2016-2022 released in March of this year 61 Alberta municipalities recorded a growth 
rate of more than 10% over that time period1. In total these municipalities welcomed 326,068 
newcomers, almost 94% of the entire population increase recorded over that seven-year period. 
 
Alberta municipalities, as required by the Municipal Government Act (MGA,) must produce five-
year capital plans outlining schedules to fund new and lifecycle capital projects. These capital 
plans include roads, bridges, pathways, water/wastewater infrastructure, community facilities like 


 


1 https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/alberta-population-estimates-data-tables 



https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/alberta-population-estimates-data-tables
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libraries, recreation, cultural and community amenities, parks and infrastructure for protective 
services. All of which are important in creating strong, vibrant, livable communities. 
 
Population growth pressures, coupled with high-cost escalations and a proposed 37% decrease 
in the amount of capital funding available to non-charter municipalities (all other than Calgary 
and Edmonton) is placing tremendous burden on those municipalities absorbing the population 
growth the Province is actively attracting.  
 
As an example, the City of Airdrie will see a reduction in capital funding of approximately $3-4M 
from the Province when LGFF becomes effective in 2024. The LGFF Transition Fund introduced in 
Budget 2023-24 will help off-set the impact of the formula chosen to distribute funds but does 
nothing to address the impact of the overall decrease in the funding available to non-charter 
municipalities. The City’s 10-year capital plan 2023-2032 outlines more than $1B of capital 
projects. There are many other high growth urban municipalities that are facing similar pressures 
with very few options than to increase property taxes significantly.  
 
In addition, three of the Government of Alberta’s funding programs that address municipal water/ 
wastewater and local infrastructure projects – Water for Life, the Alberta Municipal 
Water/Wastewater Partnership and the Strategic Transportation Infrastructure Program – 
exclude certain types and sizes of municipalities. The funding is not equally available to all 
municipalities to meet important infrastructure needs.  
 
The three funding programs noted above need to be expanded to include all municipalities or the 
Government of Alberta needs to set aside dedicated funding, during times of high growth, to 
better partner with those municipalities absorbing the growth. Working better together we can 
make Alberta prosperous for all.  
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ABmunis Resolution 2023-C6 


Capital Budget Disclosures Negatively Impacting Procurement 
Processes 
 
Moved by:  Town of Okotoks 
Seconded by:  City of Airdrie 
 
WHEREAS Part 8 of the Municipal Government Act (MGA) outlines the framework local councils and 
administrations must operate within when managing the finances of a municipality; 
 
WHEREAS municipalities must follow specific requirements regarding budgets, borrowing, investing, 
corporate planning and financial reporting, and off-site levy requirements, and that same information 
and deliberations must be provided to the public;  
 
WHEREAS the procurement and tendering process is a regimented and highly competitive process; 
 
WHEREAS the costing and phasing of municipal project details provided as part of municipal budgets 
negatively impacts the results of open, competitive procurement processes; and 
 
WHEREAS inflation, shortages of skilled trades and supplies have increased the pressures in 
budgeting and procurement processes. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta for 
amendments to Part 8 of the MGA to provide that detailed phasing and costing of projects are 
protected information from disclosure in public budget documents and off-site levy bylaw 
requirements until after those projects have been awarded under the applicable procurement 
process. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Section 283.1 of the MGA states that each municipality must prepare a written plan respecting its 
anticipated financial operations over a period of at least the next three financial years and 
respecting its anticipated capital property additions over a period of at least the next five financial 
years. A municipality may only authorize expenditures that are included in the budget, are for an 
emergency, are legally required or are otherwise authorized by council.   
 
Municipal operating and capital budgets are one of the most important policy decisions of council. 
The budget determines the programs and services that the municipality will provide to residents. The 
inability to keep phasing and design information for municipal projects protected until the 
procurement process is complete affects all municipalities across the Province. Escalating costs due 
to inflation, materials, skilled trades, and suppliers has magnified the negative impact of being 
unable to negotiate or award projects on a level playing field. Companies or firms submitting bids or 
tenders for municipal procurements have detailed financial information that no other private 
company or individual would be subject to divulging. To protect taxpayers, this amendment should be 
prioritized as these financial impacts will increase and be experienced on all local government 
projects. 
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Recent tendering results submitted to the Town of Okotoks have highlighted the trend for 
submissions to exactly match detailed budget documents contained in off-site levy and budget 
approval documents.  
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ABmunis Resolution 2023-E1 


Enhancing Amusement Ride Safety 
 
Moved by:  Town of Stony Plain 
Seconded by:  Alberta Municipalities Board of Directors 
 
WHEREAS Alberta municipalities provide safe and healthy community spaces, events, and programs 
for residents and visitors to gather and celebrate; 
 
WHEREAS Amusement rides offer an exciting and fun feature to many permanent and temporary 
festivals and events throughout Alberta; 
 
WHEREAS Alberta municipalities seek to mitigate residents’ and visitors’ exposure to harm and injury 
associated with the operation of amusement rides in their community; 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta administers the Safety Codes Act, which includes the 
development, interpretation, and enforcement of safety standards for amusement rides; 
 
WHEREAS the Alberta Elevating Devices and Amusement Rides Safety Association provides 
independent oversight to the installation and ongoing safety compliance of elevating devices, 
amusement rides, and passenger ropeways throughout Alberta; and 
 
WHEREAS recent incidents involving members of the public on amusement rides in Alberta warrant a 
review of the safety standards and industry compliance. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
conduct a review of the codes and standards that govern amusement rides to ensure members of 
the public can enjoy the safe operation of these experiences.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Town of Stony Plain is requesting this emergent resolution be considered as a result of recent 
incidents that occurred in Stony Plain during a community event. In June 2023, two separate 
incidents occurred where amusement rides caused injuries to eventgoers, requiring an immediate 
call for inspection of the amusement rides, and resulting in the cancellation of the midway for the 
remainder of the event. Following these incidents, other Alberta municipalities with amusement ride 
providers participating in community celebrations have proactively requested onsite ride inspections 
to ensure the safety of eventgoers. 
 
Amusement rides in Alberta must operate based on Canadian standards and regulations adopted 
under the Alberta Safety Codes Act. The Safety Codes Act outlines that amusement rides are 
inspected for compliance with the standards and regulations based on the following frequency: 


• All amusement rides are reviewed for compliance at least once a year; and 
• Portable rides must be inspected at the first set up in Alberta each year.1   


 


 
1 https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/ddf68cc1-a702-4bc0-b867-f834194dd877/resource/5887fd61-c82a-
42c3-a34f-4d764b16fb10/download/ar-2011-001frequencyofcompliancemonitoring.pdf 







 
 


 


13 


The amusement ride provider involved in the incidents in Stony Plain received their required 
inspection at their first setup in Alberta for 2023 before hosting the midway in Stony Plain. Based on 
the incident in June, consideration should be given to conducting further inspections beyond the first 
setup. 
 
While incidents involving amusement rides in Alberta are rare, the impact can be life-threatening. A 
2010 incident at the Calgary Stampede resulted in enhancements to the regulations and oversight 
of the amusement ride providers2. These recent incidents in Stony Plain warrant a further review of 
the Safety Codes Act standards and consideration of improved oversight, compliance, and 
enforcement. 
 
The Town of Stony Plain has been in communication with Alberta Elevating Devices and Amusement 
Rides Safety Association to clarify their role and consider opportunities to mitigate the occurrence of 
these incidents. Additionally, Alberta Recreation & Parks Association has been contacted by the 
Town of Stony Plain to request support for this resolution prior to or during their upcoming AGM in 
the fall of 2023. 
 
Ensuring safe and healthy communities is a cornerstone role for Alberta municipalities. Our direct 
and strong relationship with the Government of Alberta provides an opportunity to respond to these 
incidents productively, seek improvements in regulations, strengthen industry partners, and allow for 
continued positive community events and celebrations.  
 
 
  


 
2 https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=30120E8777162-CD2D-2AF8-5615FA043A170717 
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ABmunis Resolution 2023-E2 


Adequate Level of Provincial Funding for Community Infrastructure 
 
Moved by:  Alberta Municipalities Board of Directors 
Seconded by:  N/A 
 
WHEREAS Albertans rely on public infrastructure for a broad spectrum of daily uses including 
transportation, access to safe water, removal of wastewater, fire and emergency services, recreation 
facilities, public buildings, and other day-to-day public services provided by municipal governments 
across Alberta;  
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta plans to replace the Municipal Sustainability Initiative (MSI) 
Capital with a new municipal infrastructure funding program in 2024 called the Local Government 
Fiscal Framework (LGFF) Capital program and LGFF Capital will represent the bulk of infrastructure 
funding that the Government of Alberta provides to municipalities; 
 
WHEREAS the LGFF Capital program will meet ABmunis’ principles for increased predictability and 
responsiveness; however, the program does not meet the principle of revenue adequacy because 
the starting amount of funding in 2024 is set to be $722 million, which is 36 per cent lower than the 
historical funding average under the MSI program and does not compensate for changes in Alberta’s 
population and inflationary changes in the cost of construction and materials;3  
 
WHEREAS municipal governments have limited fiscal capacity to generate the revenue needed to 
maintain existing infrastructure as well as build new infrastructure to support community growth;   
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta currently collects $2.5 billion in property taxes, an amount that 
Budget 2023 signals will increase by a rate determined by combination of inflation and population, 
which further limits municipalities own revenue generation potential without unduly burdening 
Alberta homeowners and renters;4  
 
WHEREAS Alberta’s population has grown at an average of 1.8 per cent annually since 20115, but 
provincial investment in community infrastructure has declined over that same period; 
 
WHEREAS Alberta’s population continues to grow with the province’s “Alberta is Calling” campaign 
helping to contribute to a 3.5 per cent increase in Alberta’s population between July 2022 and July 
2023 and the Government of Alberta estimates that population growth will be up to 4.4 per cent in 
2023;6  
 


 
3 The historical average of the Municipal Sustainability Initiative (including the Basic Municipal Transportation 
Grant) was $1.13 billion per year between 2011 to 2020 before the province front-loaded the 2022 and 2023 
funding years in 2021.  
4 Government of Alberta’s 2023-2026 Fiscal Plan, page 66. 
5 ABmunis calculations using Statistics Canada Table 17-10-0005-01 (2011-2022) and Table 17-10-0009-01 
(2023) 
6 Statistics Canada. Table 17-10-0009-01 Population Estimates and the Government of Alberta’s 2023-24 
First Quarter Fiscal Update and Economic Statement. 
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WHEREAS in 2011, the Government of Alberta delivered $420 per capita across all municipal capital 
funding programs, but that level of investment has trended downward since that time to only $151 
per capita in 2023-24 and will only rise to a projected amount of $180 per capita in 2024-25;7  
 
WHEREAS over the last decade, the province has placed a lower priority on funding community 
infrastructure with total municipal capital funding dropping from 3.7 per cent of provincial spending 
in 2011-12 to only 1.0 per cent of budgeted spending in 2023-24;8 
 
WHEREAS the quality of community infrastructure is a critical factor in the quality of life offered in 
Alberta’s communities and is a key element to create a competitive advantage to attract and retain 
people, families, workers, and business investment in Alberta; 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta is making great efforts to encourage people to move to Alberta 
but there needs to be a corresponding increase in investment in community infrastructure to support 
new and existing residents;  
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
restore municipal infrastructure funding to an adequate level by setting the new Local Government 
Fiscal Framework Capital funding program at a starting amount of $1.75 billion when the program 
begins in 2024.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
Since ABmunis’ initial work to design an infrastructure funding program to replace MSI, ABmunis has 
been consistent in our principles that LGFF:  


1. deliver an adequate level of funding, 
2. be responsive to changes in Alberta’s economy and community needs, 
3. provide increased predictability for municipalities to plan for their financial future, and 
4. be embedded in legislation for improved stability of the program. 


 
The Government of Alberta has delivered all of the principles, with the exception of funding 
adequacy. ABmunis appreciates that the Government of Alberta acted on the calls from 
municipalities to remove the 50 per cent cap on the revenue growth index factor calculation. 
However, the starting amount of the LGFF funding pot is the primary determinant of what level of 
funding municipalities will receive into the future.  
 


 
7 Figures are based on ABmunis calculations using the total of capital funding programs delivered by the 
Government of Alberta, excluding funding from the Government of Canada that flows through the Government 
of Alberta. Figures are sourced from the Government of Alberta’s annual fiscal plans and consist of the 
Municipal Sustainability Initiative Capital, Basic Municipal Transportation Grant, Water for Life, Municipal Water 
and Wastewater Partnership, Strategic Transportation Infrastructure Program, First Nations Water Tie-In 
Program, GreenTRIP, Alberta Community Resiliency Program, and the Municipal Stimulus Program. Population 
is based on Statistics Canada Table 17-10-0005-01, Population Estimates on July 1st. The projection for 2024-
25 is based on targets presented in the Government of Alberta’s 2023 Fiscal Plan and estimated population 
based on the average annual change from 2011 to 2023. 
8 ABmunis calculations using total provincial expenditures reported in the Government of Alberta’s 2023-2026 
Fiscal Plan, page 164. Infrastructure spending is based on total municipal capital funding programs delivered 
by the Government of Alberta, excluding funding from the Government of Canada that flows through the 
Government of Alberta (same funding programs listed in footnote 5 above). 
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For example, if the Government of Alberta’s revenue grows at the rate seen between 2008 and 
2020, then it will take about 20 years for LGFF Capital to return to the same funding level that was 
already in place under MSI from 2010 to 2019.9 This doesn’t consider the significant shortfall 
municipalities will face to address inflationary increases in the cost of infrastructure and new growth 
needs associated with a rising population over the upcoming decades. 
 
ABmunis’ members have called for an increase in LGFF since the Local Government Fiscal 
Framework Act was passed in fall 2022. The purpose of this resolution is to define what funding 
increase is necessary for LGFF Capital to address community needs and that will be considered 
acceptable by municipalities. The request for the LGFF Capital funding pot to be increased from 
$722 million to $1.75 billion is based on three metrics: 
 
1. Provincial Capital Funding as a Percentage of Provincial Expenditures 


In 2011-12, provincial capital funding for municipalities represented 3.7 per cent of provincial 
expenditures. In 2023-24, that figure has dropped to about 1 per cent and is forecasted to be 
1.2 per cent in 2024 when LGFF is implemented. If the province committed to reinstate 
municipal capital funding to 3.7 per cent of provincial expenditures, then LGFF should be $2.4 
billion.10  
 


 
2. Provincial Capital Funding per Capita 


In 2011, provincial capital funding for municipalities amounted to $420 per capita. In 2024, the 
total provincial capital funding for municipalities is forecasted to be only $180 per capita. If the 
province committed to reinstate funding per capita to the 2011 level, then LGFF should be $1.9 
billion. 11 


 
9 Between 2008 and 2020, the Government of Alberta’s revenue grew at an average annual rate of 1.1%. If 
the same growth rate is projected against an LGFF funding pot of $722 million, it would take until the year 
2043 until LGFF reaches a funding amount of $1.1 billion, which was the average of MSI between 2010-2019. 
The 2021 and 2022 years were excluded from the calculation of annual average changes in provincial revenue 
due to the unique increase in resource revenues in those years.  
10 Refer to footnotes 5 and 6.   
11 Figures are based on ABmunis calculations using the total of capital funding programs delivered by the 
Government of Alberta, excluding federal funding that flows through the Government of Alberta. Funding 
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3. Funding Depreciation Cost of Community Infrastructure Plus Growth Needs 
Municipal governments manage 53 per cent of Alberta’s public infrastructure but collect 
significantly less taxes from Albertans compared to the Government of Alberta and the 
Government of Canada.12 With the inadequacies of the municipal property tax system and the 
revenue generating capacity of the provincial government, there is a strong argument that the 
province should be responsible for at least 50 per cent of community infrastructure costs.13  
 
In 2021, amortization expense from all municipalities totaled $2.75 billion. This is a fair indicator 
of how much needs to be spent annually to maintain community infrastructure. But those figures 
must be adjusted upwards to reflect the current day cost to replace that existing infrastructure 
plus add the cost to build new infrastructure to support the growth in Alberta’s population. When 
rolled together, the figures support ABmunis’ request for LGFF to be $1.75 billion. 


 


figures are sourced from the Government of Alberta’s annual fiscal plans and consist of the Municipal 
Sustainability Initiative Capital, Basic Municipal Transportation Grant, Water for Life, Municipal Water and 
Wastewater Partnership, Strategic Transportation Infrastructure Program, First Nations Water Tie-In Program, 
GreenTRIP, Alberta Community Resiliency Program, and the Municipal Stimulus Program. Population from 
2011-2023 is sourced from Statistics Canada Table 17-10-0005-01 and Table 17-10-0009-01 and 2024 is 
estimated based on the average annual change from 2011 to 2023. 
12 Ownership of public infrastructure is measured by the reported the historical cost of tangible capital assets 
excluding land. Figures are based on ABmunis’ calculations using Alberta Municipal Affairs’ 2021 Financial 
Information Returns – Schedule G(4) with the total of all municipalities and the Government of Alberta’s 2021-
22 Annual Financial Report, Schedule E14. 
13 The Government of Alberta’s 2023 Fiscal Plan (page 121) states that Alberta has a tax advantage of $19.7 
billion compared to other provinces.   
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Alberta Municipalities acknowledges that asking the Government of Alberta to increase investment in 
community infrastructure by $1 billion is a significant request. However, the figures demonstrate 
how provincial support for community infrastructure has declined over time, Alberta continues to be 
a place of growth, and there will be significant long-term consequences in terms of future costs to 
Albertans and challenges to retain people if the construction of infrastructure continues to be 
deferred.  
 
Replacement of Provincial Property Taxes 
In addition to these three metrics, municipalities are increasingly concerned with the amount of 
provincial property taxes that are extracted from municipalities with lower levels of grant funding 
being returned. When MSI was created in 2007, the program was intended to return all provincial 
property taxes to municipalities in the form of funding for local infrastructure. At the time, the 
Government of Alberta was collecting $1.4 billion in provincial education property taxes and 
planned to deliver $1.4 billion in MSI to municipalities starting in 2010. On top of that, the 
province was delivering hundreds of millions of dollars of other capital funding programs to 
municipalities.  
 
Since then, provincial education property taxes have grown to $2.5 billion and the total of all 
provincial capital funding to municipalities in 2023 was significantly less at only $712 million. 
This is concerning because increases in provincial property taxes constrain a municipality’s 
flexibility to increase property tax to fund municipal services and at the same time, there is less 
infrastructure funding coming back from the Government of Alberta.  
 
The Government of Alberta recognizes that changes are needed. Premier Smith’s August 2023 
mandate letter to the Honourable Ric McIver, Minister of Municipal Affairs directs the Minister to 
review “the feasibility of amending the education property tax to assist municipalities with 
retaining more funding for local priorities”. The scope and outcome of that review is unknown and 
is likely many years away and therefore, an increase in the LGFF Capital program is the best 
solution to fund community infrastructure in Alberta until there are any meaningful changes in 
provincial education property taxes.   
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B11: Maintaining Non-Partisan Municipal Elections 
 


Moved by: City of Brooks 
Seconded by: Village of Duchess 
 


WHEREAS municipal elections in Alberta have been predominantly free from political party influence, affording 
local elected officials the autonomy to debate and vote on community issues based on the best interests of 
their community; 
 
WHEREAS at the Provincial level there has been comment on opening the door to having political parties at 
the local level; 
 
WHEREAS partisan politics would restrict individual elected officials from independently pursuing the best 
interests of the municipality but instead bind them by the ideology of the political party they represent; and 
 
WHEREAS the current Local Authorities Elections Act (LAEA) does not explicitly restrict political party 
influence in local elections. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Provincial Government to refrain 
from introducing partisan politics in local government elections; 
 
AND IT IS FURTHERED RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
amend the LAEA to prohibit partisanship infiltrating local elections or politics in any way including political party 
endorsements of local candidates, donations directly or indirectly to local candidates, or by way of any other 
influence.  
 
Municipal Affairs Response: 


The Local Authorities Elections Act (LAEA) establishes the framework for local elections in the province, which 
includes municipalities, school boards, Metis Settlements and irrigations districts. In 2021, there were more 
than 3,700 candidates running in local elections provincewide. The LAEA governs processes for election 
workers, voters, and candidates and outlines procedures for the nomination period, the election, and the post-
election period. 
 
There are no LAEA provisions prohibiting a candidate or councillor from being a member of a political party. 
However, the LAEA provides strict parameters for the contents of local election ballots. The ballot must only 
contain the name of each candidate arranged alphabetically by surname or, if approved by bylaw, in a 
randomized order. Accordingly, the LAEA does not permit a political affiliation or endorsement to be included 
on a ballot. The Act also does not contain provisions addressing financial reporting and accountability 
measures for these organizations. 
 
Following the 2021 municipal elections, Municipal Affairs engaged with stakeholders to examine changes to 
the LAEA to strengthen election integrity, fairness, and transparency. Municipal Affairs is continuing these 
conversations to bolster local election legislation and welcomes stakeholder feedback on this important topic.  
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B12: Inclusion of Libraries in Intermunicipal Collaboration 
Frameworks 
 


Moved by: Town of Cardston 
Seconded by: Town of Magrath 
 


WHEREAS the purpose of Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks (ICFs) is to ensure municipalities 
contribute funding to services that benefit their residents (MGA s. 708.27 (c)); 
 
WHEREAS most libraries serve residents of more than one municipality and the financial sustainability of 
libraries is of great importance to all Alberta municipalities; 
 
WHEREAS Library Boards are created by municipalities by bylaws, and many are primarily funded by a 
municipality, including many municipalities having responsibility for staffing and facility maintenance and 
replacement; 
 
WHEREAS Library Boards are charged in the Libraries Act with the responsibility for funding, but have no 
effective leverage to secure funding for the provision of their services with neighbouring municipalities except 
within the ICF negotiation framework; and 
 
WHEREAS many ICFs currently contain funding provisions for library services within many of the negotiated 
ICF agreements, which is of common knowledge to Municipal Affairs. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the clear articulation by the 
Government of Alberta in legislation that cost sharing for library services is within the scope of Intermunicipal 
Collaboration Frameworks.  
 
Municipal Affairs Response: 


Municipal Affairs intends to seek input from municipalities and municipal associations during a review of the 
Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework (ICF) legislation in 2024. 
 
The intent of ICF agreements is that municipalities work together to determine which services are 
intermunicipal and how these services will be planned, operated, and funded. ICFs were not intended to 
replace the authority of library boards under the Libraries Act. 
 
The Libraries Act sets out the governance framework for public library service delivery. Library boards are 
separate corporations per Section 3(4) of the Libraries Act. As such, the library board has full authority and 
discretion to secure its own funding from any source it sees fit, including the municipality. Library funding 
comes from many sources, not just the municipality. While it is true that municipalities contribute the most to 
public library service provincewide in aggregate, in many instances the municipality is not the primary funder. It 
is therefore inappropriate for the municipality to negotiate library funding in these circumstances.  
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B13: Provincial Funding for Growing Municipalities 
 


Moved by: City of Airdrie 
Seconded by: City of Leduc 
 


WHEREAS Alberta’s population increased by more than 347,000 people, or by 8.3%, since 2016; 
 
WHEREAS the Province’s Alberta is Calling campaign encourages people to relocate to Alberta to build their 
futures; 
 
WHEREAS Government of Alberta projections indicate that more than 91% of newcomers are settling in urban 
centres; 
 
WHEREAS urban municipalities support the development of whole communities to house newcomers and 
provide crucial quality of life amenities and services; 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta’s transition from the Municipal Sustainability Initiative to the Local 
Government Fiscal Framework in 2024-25 will result in a 37% decrease in total dedicated capital funding to 
municipalities; 
 
WHEREAS high growth rates require large infrastructure investments in transportation, recreation and cultural 
amenities, water/wastewater and in protective services to ensure that communities remain attractive and 
viable; and 
 
WHEREAS municipalities are very limited in options, other than steep property tax increases, to raise 
necessary capital funds to support large infrastructure investments. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to 
actively partner with municipalities absorbing the population growth required to support a vibrant, diverse and 
thriving provincial economy through the creation of a dedicated funding program to support the capital 
investment pressures of growth.  
 
Municipal Affairs Response: 


The provincial government understands that investments in municipal infrastructure are vital to Alberta’s 
economic development, and government provides significant supports to help ensure our growing 
municipalities are attractive places to live, work, and invest. Recognizing this, the government has fulfilled its 
commitment to providing predictable, long-term infrastructure funding for all municipalities through the Local 
Government Fiscal Framework Act. 
 
The Local Government Fiscal Framework (LGFF) will be the new primary infrastructure grant program that will 
replace the existing Municipal Sustainability Initiative in 2024/25. The LGFF will start at a baseline funding level 
of $722 million in 2024/25, with future funding reflective of the percentage change in provincial revenues. The 
LGFF will strengthen predictability for municipalities, while ensuring overall funding amounts remain 
sustainable for the province.  
 
The Act links future municipal infrastructure funding to changes in provincial revenues, meaning municipalities 
will share in both the benefits and challenges of Alberta’s economy. Budget 2023 announced an increase in 
the Revenue Index Factor, meaning the LGFF program budget will increase and decrease at the same 
percentage rate as increases or decreases in provincial revenues. Previously, the rate of change was half of 
the percentage change in provincial revenues. 
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The government is in the process of developing an LGFF funding allocation formula that is equitable and 
balances the needs of all municipalities, including those experiencing population growth, while ensuring LGFF 
funding also supports communities whose populations may grow slower or even decline. 
 
Municipal Affairs is committed to taking into account input gathered from the municipal associations when 
finalizing the LGFF allocation formula. Careful consideration will be given to a variety of factors that indicate 
local needs and capacity, in recognition of the different circumstances and opportunities faced by different 
types of municipalities.  
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B17 Changes to the Clean Energy Improvement Program  
 
Moved by: City of Edmonton  
Seconded by: City of Lethbridge and Town of Athabasca  
 
WHEREAS existing buildings make up a large portion of greenhouse gas emissions that are created from 
urban settings, and energy retrofits to existing buildings have been identified as a strategy to reduce these 
emissions;  
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta’s Act to Enable Clean Energy Improvements, SA 2018, c 6 amended 
the Municipal Government Act, and an associated Clean Energy Improvements Regulation, AR 212/2018, to 
establish the Clean Energy Improvement Program (CEIP);  
 
WHEREAS CEIP is an alternative financing tool for residential and non-residential property owners to fund 
energy efficiency and renewable energy upgrades that are repaid through property taxes;  
 
WHEREAS initiatives similar to CEIP have proven successful in numerous jurisdictions and has the potential to 
result in significant retrofit investments, support the creation of a thriving retrofit industry, and create thousands 
of private sector jobs; and  
 
WHEREAS changes to CEIP are required to scale up and expand the program so it can reach its full potential.  
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to make 
the following changes to the Clean Energy Improvement Program (CEIP):  
 


1. Make borrowing for CEIP eligible under the Local Authorities Capital Financing Act;  
2. Allow residential building financing for multi-unit buildings, including condominiums, to be equivalent to 


the non-residential investment limit;  
3. Increase the maximum financing limit for residential properties, which is currently set at $50,000 or no 


more than double the municipal property taxes, whichever is less;  
4. Increase the maximum financing limit of $1 million for non-residential properties; and,  
5. Expand eligible items to include additional clean energy and adaptation upgrades such as, but not 


limited to, EV Chargers, while allowing municipalities to retain the ability to choose which elements of 
an expanded program to offer. 


 
Municipal Affairs Response: 


The provincial government values innovative approaches to reducing greenhouse gas emissions while 
generating jobs and economic development. Alberta is one of few provinces to enable municipalities to 
establish their own Clean Energy Improvement Program (CEIP). This provides Albertans with a financing tool 
for renewable energy projects such as rooftop solar panels. To date, 27 municipalities have passed CEIP 
bylaws.  
 
The CEIP financing limits are intended to protect consumers from overleveraged borrowing on their property. 
The financing limits mitigate risks for both residential and non-residential property owners. The limits in place 
apply to the entire province and reflect the variety of property values across Alberta. 
 
Multi-residential buildings are residential buildings under section 297(4)(c) of the MGA. Should multi-residential 
buildings be included in a municipality’s CEIP, consideration would be needed regarding the type of building 
and the mechanism for repayment. With individual ownership in many condominium buildings, a unique 
repayment scheme may be necessary compared to an apartment building with a single owner.  
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The eligibility list was intended to be modified going forward. However, the overall intention of the program is 
that costs associated with the improvements result in energy savings, and these savings offset the costs 
associated with the energy efficiency improvement. Additions to CEIP eligibility should be carefully considered 
by the program administrator (Alberta Municipalities) to ensure that repayments are likely to be secured.  
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C6: Capital Budget Disclosures Negatively Impacting 
Procurement Processes 
 


Moved by: Town of Okotoks 
Seconded by: City of Airdrie 
 


WHEREAS Part 8 of the Municipal Government Act (MGA) outlines the framework local councils and 
administrations must operate within when managing the finances of a municipality; 
 
WHEREAS municipalities must follow specific requirements regarding budgets, borrowing, investing, corporate 
planning and financial reporting, and off-site levy requirements, and that same information and deliberations 
must be provided to the public; 
 
WHEREAS the procurement and tendering process is a regimented and highly competitive process; 
 
WHEREAS the costing and phasing of municipal project details provided as part of municipal budgets 
negatively impacts the results of open, competitive procurement processes; and 
 
WHEREAS inflation, shortages of skilled trades and supplies have increased the pressures in budgeting and 
procurement processes. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta for 
amendments to Part 8 of the MGA to provide that detailed phasing and costing of projects are protected 
information from disclosure in public budget documents and off-site levy bylaw requirements until after those 
projects have been awarded under the applicable procurement process.  
 
Municipal Affairs Response: 


The Municipal Government Act (MGA) supports a municipality’s autonomy to create its own budgets and to 
structure these important policy decisions in the way it believes is best for its council and residents.  
 
Concerns for excessive transparency likely stem from the interpretation of the level of detail required by 
section 246 of the Act, and the implicit requirement that capital budgets are made publicly available through 
their adoption (i.e., a council resolution must be passed at a council meeting held in public where quorum is 
present as per Section 180-181 of the MGA). The MGA does not prescribe the level of detail in budgets or 
plans (i.e., line-by-line project costs) but does set a minimum criterion. A municipality can make a decision to 
not proactively post or publish its approved capital budget online, or it can decide to publish a condensed 
version of the capital budget. However, a municipality must balance the availability of information and level of 
detail with the desire for transparency from its citizens. 
 
If a municipality adopts the capital budget publicly with the required content, the requirements in the MGA 
would be deemed to be met.  
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E1: Enhancing Amusement Ride Safety 
Moved by: Town of Stony Plain 
Seconded by: Alberta Municipalities Board of Directors 
 


WHEREAS Alberta municipalities provide safe and healthy community spaces, events, and programs for 
residents and visitors to gather and celebrate; 
 
WHEREAS Amusement rides offer an exciting and fun feature to many permanent and temporary festivals and 
events throughout Alberta; 
 
WHEREAS Alberta municipalities seek to mitigate residents’ and visitors’ exposure to harm and injury 
associated with the operation of amusement rides in their community; 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta administers the Safety Codes Act, which includes the development, 
interpretation, and enforcement of safety standards for amusement rides; 
 
WHEREAS the Alberta Elevating Devices and Amusement Rides Safety Association provides independent 
oversight to the installation and ongoing safety compliance of elevating devices, amusement rides, and 
passenger ropeways throughout Alberta; and 
 
WHEREAS recent incidents involving members of the public on amusement rides in Alberta warrant a review 
of the safety standards and industry compliance. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
conduct a review of the codes and standards that govern amusement rides to ensure members of the public 
can enjoy the safe operation of these experiences.  
 
Municipal Affairs Response: 


Public safety is a priority, and Municipal Affairs appreciates municipalities raising concerns and questions 
regarding the safety of portable amusement rides in the province. Alberta’s Safety Codes Act and regulations 
detail the requirements for amusement ride permits, set up, operation, and inspection, and the Act is consistent 
with other jurisdiction across Canada. 
 
Owners and operators of amusement rides are responsible for meeting the requirements of the Safety Codes 
Act, including requirements related to the rides under their control. The Alberta Elevating Devices and 
Amusement Rides Safety Association (AEDARSA) is the independent provincial body responsible for 
compliance monitoring and overseeing that all elevating devices, amusement rides, and passenger ropeways 
in Alberta comply with provincial safety codes and regulations. AEDARSA continues to engage with 
stakeholders, ride owners and operators, and Occupational Health and Safety to review the requirements for 
ride operators and to address safety concerns that may exist from on-site visits. A safety codes officer may 
take additional action as required, potentially including further inspections, if additional information is provided 
or uncovered as a condition of the permit.  
 
Alberta Municipalities’ concerns have also been shared with the Safety Codes Council Amusement Rides 
Sub-council. Sub-council members are dedicated volunteers who actively review, formulate, and recommend 
adoption of safety codes, standards, interpretations, and policies within their respective disciplines. They are 
well positioned and have the most relevant background to review these standards and codes. The sub-council 
regularly provides advice to the Safety Codes Council and Municipal Affairs.  
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E2: Adequate Level of Provincial Funding for Community 
Infrastructure 
 


Moved by: Alberta Municipalities Board of Directors 
Seconded by: N/A 
 


WHEREAS Albertans rely on public infrastructure for a broad spectrum of daily uses including transportation, 
access to safe water, removal of wastewater, fire and emergency services, recreation facilities, public 
buildings, and other day-to-day public services provided by municipal governments across Alberta; 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta plans to replace the Municipal Sustainability Initiative (MSI) Capital with 
a new municipal infrastructure funding program in 2024 called the Local Government Fiscal Framework (LGFF) 
Capital program and LGFF Capital will represent the bulk of infrastructure funding that the Government of 
Alberta provides to municipalities; 
 
WHEREAS the LGFF Capital program will meet ABmunis’ principles for increased predictability and 
responsiveness; however, the program does not meet the principle of revenue adequacy because the starting 
amount of funding in 2024 is set to be $722 million, which is 36 per cent lower than the historical funding 
average under the MSI program and does not compensate for changes in Alberta’s population and inflationary 
changes in the cost of construction and materials;3 
 
WHEREAS municipal governments have limited fiscal capacity to generate the revenue needed to maintain 
existing infrastructure as well as build new infrastructure to support community growth; 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta currently collects $2.5 billion in property taxes, an amount that Budget 
2023 signals will increase by a rate determined by combination of inflation and population, which further limits 
municipalities own revenue generation potential without unduly burdening Alberta homeowners and renters;4 
 
WHEREAS Alberta’s population has grown at an average of 1.8 per cent annually since 20115, but provincial 
investment in community infrastructure has declined over that same period; 
 
WHEREAS Alberta’s population continues to grow with the province’s “Alberta is Calling” campaign helping to 
contribute to a 3.5 per cent increase in Alberta’s population between July 2022 and July 2023 and the 
Government of Alberta estimates that population growth will be up to 4.4 per cent in 2023;6 
 
WHEREAS in 2011, the Government of Alberta delivered $420 per capita across all municipal capital funding 
programs, but that level of investment has trended downward since that time to only $151 per capita in 2023-
24 and will only rise to a projected amount of $180 per capita in 2024-25;7 
 
WHEREAS over the last decade, the province has placed a lower priority on funding community infrastructure 
with total municipal capital funding dropping from 3.7 per cent of provincial spending in 2011-12 to only 1.0 per 
cent of budgeted spending in 2023-24;8 
 
WHEREAS the quality of community infrastructure is a critical factor in the quality of life offered in Alberta’s 
communities and is a key element to create a competitive advantage to attract and retain people, families, 
workers, and business investment in Alberta; 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta is making great efforts to encourage people to move to Alberta but 
there needs to be a corresponding increase in investment in community infrastructure to support new and 
existing residents; 
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IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
restore municipal infrastructure funding to an adequate level by setting the new Local Government Fiscal 
Framework Capital funding program at a starting amount of $1.75 billion when the program begins in 2024.  
 
Municipal Affairs Response: 


The provincial government understands that investments in municipal infrastructure are vital to Alberta’s 
economic development, and government provides significant supports to help ensure our growing 
municipalities are attractive places to live, work, and invest. Recognizing this, the government has fulfilled its 
commitment to providing predictable, long-term infrastructure funding for all municipalities through the Local 
Government Fiscal Framework Act. 
 
As noted in the Municipal Affairs response to Resolution B13 on provincial funding for growing municipalities, 
the Local Government Fiscal Framework (LGFF) will start at a baseline funding level of $722 million in 
2024/25, with future funding reflective of the percentage change in provincial revenues. The LGFF will 
strengthen predictability for municipalities, while ensuring overall funding amounts remain sustainable for the 
province.  
 
The Act links future municipal infrastructure funding to changes in provincial revenues, meaning municipalities 
will share in both the benefits and challenges of Alberta’s economy. Budget 2023 announced an increase in 
the Revenue Index Factor, meaning the LGFF program budget will increase and decrease at the same 
percentage rate as increases or decreases in provincial revenues. Previously, the rate of change was half of 
the percentage change in provincial revenues. 
 
However, the Alberta government must ensure that provincial spending remains reasonable to help protect 
affordability for Albertans, especially during this time of rapidly rising costs. This is reinforced by Alberta’s new 
framework announced in Budget 2023 that requires balanced budgets and limits year over year expense 
growth to population growth and inflation. Alberta will continue balancing all financial decisions to ensure these 
requirements are met.  
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We respectfully acknowledge that we live, work, and play on the traditional 
and ancestral territories of many Indigenous, First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples. 
We acknowledge that what we call Alberta is the traditional and ancestral territory of many peoples, 
presently subject to Treaties 4, 6, 7, 8 and 10 and Six Regions of the Métis Nation of Alberta.
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B11: Maintaining Non-Partisan Municipal Elections 
 

Moved by: City of Brooks 
Seconded by: Village of Duchess 
 

WHEREAS municipal elections in Alberta have been predominantly free from political party influence, affording 
local elected officials the autonomy to debate and vote on community issues based on the best interests of 
their community; 
 
WHEREAS at the Provincial level there has been comment on opening the door to having political parties at 
the local level; 
 
WHEREAS partisan politics would restrict individual elected officials from independently pursuing the best 
interests of the municipality but instead bind them by the ideology of the political party they represent; and 
 
WHEREAS the current Local Authorities Elections Act (LAEA) does not explicitly restrict political party 
influence in local elections. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Provincial Government to refrain 
from introducing partisan politics in local government elections; 
 
AND IT IS FURTHERED RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
amend the LAEA to prohibit partisanship infiltrating local elections or politics in any way including political party 
endorsements of local candidates, donations directly or indirectly to local candidates, or by way of any other 
influence.  
 
Municipal Affairs Response: 

The Local Authorities Elections Act (LAEA) establishes the framework for local elections in the province, which 
includes municipalities, school boards, Metis Settlements and irrigations districts. In 2021, there were more 
than 3,700 candidates running in local elections provincewide. The LAEA governs processes for election 
workers, voters, and candidates and outlines procedures for the nomination period, the election, and the post-
election period. 
 
There are no LAEA provisions prohibiting a candidate or councillor from being a member of a political party. 
However, the LAEA provides strict parameters for the contents of local election ballots. The ballot must only 
contain the name of each candidate arranged alphabetically by surname or, if approved by bylaw, in a 
randomized order. Accordingly, the LAEA does not permit a political affiliation or endorsement to be included 
on a ballot. The Act also does not contain provisions addressing financial reporting and accountability 
measures for these organizations. 
 
Following the 2021 municipal elections, Municipal Affairs engaged with stakeholders to examine changes to 
the LAEA to strengthen election integrity, fairness, and transparency. Municipal Affairs is continuing these 
conversations to bolster local election legislation and welcomes stakeholder feedback on this important topic.  
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B12: Inclusion of Libraries in Intermunicipal Collaboration 
Frameworks 
 

Moved by: Town of Cardston 
Seconded by: Town of Magrath 
 

WHEREAS the purpose of Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks (ICFs) is to ensure municipalities 
contribute funding to services that benefit their residents (MGA s. 708.27 (c)); 
 
WHEREAS most libraries serve residents of more than one municipality and the financial sustainability of 
libraries is of great importance to all Alberta municipalities; 
 
WHEREAS Library Boards are created by municipalities by bylaws, and many are primarily funded by a 
municipality, including many municipalities having responsibility for staffing and facility maintenance and 
replacement; 
 
WHEREAS Library Boards are charged in the Libraries Act with the responsibility for funding, but have no 
effective leverage to secure funding for the provision of their services with neighbouring municipalities except 
within the ICF negotiation framework; and 
 
WHEREAS many ICFs currently contain funding provisions for library services within many of the negotiated 
ICF agreements, which is of common knowledge to Municipal Affairs. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the clear articulation by the 
Government of Alberta in legislation that cost sharing for library services is within the scope of Intermunicipal 
Collaboration Frameworks.  
 
Municipal Affairs Response: 

Municipal Affairs intends to seek input from municipalities and municipal associations during a review of the 
Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework (ICF) legislation in 2024. 
 
The intent of ICF agreements is that municipalities work together to determine which services are 
intermunicipal and how these services will be planned, operated, and funded. ICFs were not intended to 
replace the authority of library boards under the Libraries Act. 
 
The Libraries Act sets out the governance framework for public library service delivery. Library boards are 
separate corporations per Section 3(4) of the Libraries Act. As such, the library board has full authority and 
discretion to secure its own funding from any source it sees fit, including the municipality. Library funding 
comes from many sources, not just the municipality. While it is true that municipalities contribute the most to 
public library service provincewide in aggregate, in many instances the municipality is not the primary funder. It 
is therefore inappropriate for the municipality to negotiate library funding in these circumstances.  
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B13: Provincial Funding for Growing Municipalities 
 

Moved by: City of Airdrie 
Seconded by: City of Leduc 
 

WHEREAS Alberta’s population increased by more than 347,000 people, or by 8.3%, since 2016; 
 
WHEREAS the Province’s Alberta is Calling campaign encourages people to relocate to Alberta to build their 
futures; 
 
WHEREAS Government of Alberta projections indicate that more than 91% of newcomers are settling in urban 
centres; 
 
WHEREAS urban municipalities support the development of whole communities to house newcomers and 
provide crucial quality of life amenities and services; 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta’s transition from the Municipal Sustainability Initiative to the Local 
Government Fiscal Framework in 2024-25 will result in a 37% decrease in total dedicated capital funding to 
municipalities; 
 
WHEREAS high growth rates require large infrastructure investments in transportation, recreation and cultural 
amenities, water/wastewater and in protective services to ensure that communities remain attractive and 
viable; and 
 
WHEREAS municipalities are very limited in options, other than steep property tax increases, to raise 
necessary capital funds to support large infrastructure investments. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to 
actively partner with municipalities absorbing the population growth required to support a vibrant, diverse and 
thriving provincial economy through the creation of a dedicated funding program to support the capital 
investment pressures of growth.  
 
Municipal Affairs Response: 

The provincial government understands that investments in municipal infrastructure are vital to Alberta’s 
economic development, and government provides significant supports to help ensure our growing 
municipalities are attractive places to live, work, and invest. Recognizing this, the government has fulfilled its 
commitment to providing predictable, long-term infrastructure funding for all municipalities through the Local 
Government Fiscal Framework Act. 
 
The Local Government Fiscal Framework (LGFF) will be the new primary infrastructure grant program that will 
replace the existing Municipal Sustainability Initiative in 2024/25. The LGFF will start at a baseline funding level 
of $722 million in 2024/25, with future funding reflective of the percentage change in provincial revenues. The 
LGFF will strengthen predictability for municipalities, while ensuring overall funding amounts remain 
sustainable for the province.  
 
The Act links future municipal infrastructure funding to changes in provincial revenues, meaning municipalities 
will share in both the benefits and challenges of Alberta’s economy. Budget 2023 announced an increase in 
the Revenue Index Factor, meaning the LGFF program budget will increase and decrease at the same 
percentage rate as increases or decreases in provincial revenues. Previously, the rate of change was half of 
the percentage change in provincial revenues. 
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The government is in the process of developing an LGFF funding allocation formula that is equitable and 
balances the needs of all municipalities, including those experiencing population growth, while ensuring LGFF 
funding also supports communities whose populations may grow slower or even decline. 
 
Municipal Affairs is committed to taking into account input gathered from the municipal associations when 
finalizing the LGFF allocation formula. Careful consideration will be given to a variety of factors that indicate 
local needs and capacity, in recognition of the different circumstances and opportunities faced by different 
types of municipalities.  
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B17 Changes to the Clean Energy Improvement Program  
 
Moved by: City of Edmonton  
Seconded by: City of Lethbridge and Town of Athabasca  
 
WHEREAS existing buildings make up a large portion of greenhouse gas emissions that are created from 
urban settings, and energy retrofits to existing buildings have been identified as a strategy to reduce these 
emissions;  
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta’s Act to Enable Clean Energy Improvements, SA 2018, c 6 amended 
the Municipal Government Act, and an associated Clean Energy Improvements Regulation, AR 212/2018, to 
establish the Clean Energy Improvement Program (CEIP);  
 
WHEREAS CEIP is an alternative financing tool for residential and non-residential property owners to fund 
energy efficiency and renewable energy upgrades that are repaid through property taxes;  
 
WHEREAS initiatives similar to CEIP have proven successful in numerous jurisdictions and has the potential to 
result in significant retrofit investments, support the creation of a thriving retrofit industry, and create thousands 
of private sector jobs; and  
 
WHEREAS changes to CEIP are required to scale up and expand the program so it can reach its full potential.  
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to make 
the following changes to the Clean Energy Improvement Program (CEIP):  
 

1. Make borrowing for CEIP eligible under the Local Authorities Capital Financing Act;  
2. Allow residential building financing for multi-unit buildings, including condominiums, to be equivalent to 

the non-residential investment limit;  
3. Increase the maximum financing limit for residential properties, which is currently set at $50,000 or no 

more than double the municipal property taxes, whichever is less;  
4. Increase the maximum financing limit of $1 million for non-residential properties; and,  
5. Expand eligible items to include additional clean energy and adaptation upgrades such as, but not 

limited to, EV Chargers, while allowing municipalities to retain the ability to choose which elements of 
an expanded program to offer. 

 
Municipal Affairs Response: 

The provincial government values innovative approaches to reducing greenhouse gas emissions while 
generating jobs and economic development. Alberta is one of few provinces to enable municipalities to 
establish their own Clean Energy Improvement Program (CEIP). This provides Albertans with a financing tool 
for renewable energy projects such as rooftop solar panels. To date, 27 municipalities have passed CEIP 
bylaws.  
 
The CEIP financing limits are intended to protect consumers from overleveraged borrowing on their property. 
The financing limits mitigate risks for both residential and non-residential property owners. The limits in place 
apply to the entire province and reflect the variety of property values across Alberta. 
 
Multi-residential buildings are residential buildings under section 297(4)(c) of the MGA. Should multi-residential 
buildings be included in a municipality’s CEIP, consideration would be needed regarding the type of building 
and the mechanism for repayment. With individual ownership in many condominium buildings, a unique 
repayment scheme may be necessary compared to an apartment building with a single owner.  
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The eligibility list was intended to be modified going forward. However, the overall intention of the program is 
that costs associated with the improvements result in energy savings, and these savings offset the costs 
associated with the energy efficiency improvement. Additions to CEIP eligibility should be carefully considered 
by the program administrator (Alberta Municipalities) to ensure that repayments are likely to be secured.  
 
  



 

 Classification: Protected A 

C6: Capital Budget Disclosures Negatively Impacting 
Procurement Processes 
 

Moved by: Town of Okotoks 
Seconded by: City of Airdrie 
 

WHEREAS Part 8 of the Municipal Government Act (MGA) outlines the framework local councils and 
administrations must operate within when managing the finances of a municipality; 
 
WHEREAS municipalities must follow specific requirements regarding budgets, borrowing, investing, corporate 
planning and financial reporting, and off-site levy requirements, and that same information and deliberations 
must be provided to the public; 
 
WHEREAS the procurement and tendering process is a regimented and highly competitive process; 
 
WHEREAS the costing and phasing of municipal project details provided as part of municipal budgets 
negatively impacts the results of open, competitive procurement processes; and 
 
WHEREAS inflation, shortages of skilled trades and supplies have increased the pressures in budgeting and 
procurement processes. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta for 
amendments to Part 8 of the MGA to provide that detailed phasing and costing of projects are protected 
information from disclosure in public budget documents and off-site levy bylaw requirements until after those 
projects have been awarded under the applicable procurement process.  
 
Municipal Affairs Response: 

The Municipal Government Act (MGA) supports a municipality’s autonomy to create its own budgets and to 
structure these important policy decisions in the way it believes is best for its council and residents.  
 
Concerns for excessive transparency likely stem from the interpretation of the level of detail required by 
section 246 of the Act, and the implicit requirement that capital budgets are made publicly available through 
their adoption (i.e., a council resolution must be passed at a council meeting held in public where quorum is 
present as per Section 180-181 of the MGA). The MGA does not prescribe the level of detail in budgets or 
plans (i.e., line-by-line project costs) but does set a minimum criterion. A municipality can make a decision to 
not proactively post or publish its approved capital budget online, or it can decide to publish a condensed 
version of the capital budget. However, a municipality must balance the availability of information and level of 
detail with the desire for transparency from its citizens. 
 
If a municipality adopts the capital budget publicly with the required content, the requirements in the MGA 
would be deemed to be met.  
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E1: Enhancing Amusement Ride Safety 
Moved by: Town of Stony Plain 
Seconded by: Alberta Municipalities Board of Directors 
 

WHEREAS Alberta municipalities provide safe and healthy community spaces, events, and programs for 
residents and visitors to gather and celebrate; 
 
WHEREAS Amusement rides offer an exciting and fun feature to many permanent and temporary festivals and 
events throughout Alberta; 
 
WHEREAS Alberta municipalities seek to mitigate residents’ and visitors’ exposure to harm and injury 
associated with the operation of amusement rides in their community; 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta administers the Safety Codes Act, which includes the development, 
interpretation, and enforcement of safety standards for amusement rides; 
 
WHEREAS the Alberta Elevating Devices and Amusement Rides Safety Association provides independent 
oversight to the installation and ongoing safety compliance of elevating devices, amusement rides, and 
passenger ropeways throughout Alberta; and 
 
WHEREAS recent incidents involving members of the public on amusement rides in Alberta warrant a review 
of the safety standards and industry compliance. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
conduct a review of the codes and standards that govern amusement rides to ensure members of the public 
can enjoy the safe operation of these experiences.  
 
Municipal Affairs Response: 

Public safety is a priority, and Municipal Affairs appreciates municipalities raising concerns and questions 
regarding the safety of portable amusement rides in the province. Alberta’s Safety Codes Act and regulations 
detail the requirements for amusement ride permits, set up, operation, and inspection, and the Act is consistent 
with other jurisdiction across Canada. 
 
Owners and operators of amusement rides are responsible for meeting the requirements of the Safety Codes 
Act, including requirements related to the rides under their control. The Alberta Elevating Devices and 
Amusement Rides Safety Association (AEDARSA) is the independent provincial body responsible for 
compliance monitoring and overseeing that all elevating devices, amusement rides, and passenger ropeways 
in Alberta comply with provincial safety codes and regulations. AEDARSA continues to engage with 
stakeholders, ride owners and operators, and Occupational Health and Safety to review the requirements for 
ride operators and to address safety concerns that may exist from on-site visits. A safety codes officer may 
take additional action as required, potentially including further inspections, if additional information is provided 
or uncovered as a condition of the permit.  
 
Alberta Municipalities’ concerns have also been shared with the Safety Codes Council Amusement Rides 
Sub-council. Sub-council members are dedicated volunteers who actively review, formulate, and recommend 
adoption of safety codes, standards, interpretations, and policies within their respective disciplines. They are 
well positioned and have the most relevant background to review these standards and codes. The sub-council 
regularly provides advice to the Safety Codes Council and Municipal Affairs.  
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E2: Adequate Level of Provincial Funding for Community 
Infrastructure 
 

Moved by: Alberta Municipalities Board of Directors 
Seconded by: N/A 
 

WHEREAS Albertans rely on public infrastructure for a broad spectrum of daily uses including transportation, 
access to safe water, removal of wastewater, fire and emergency services, recreation facilities, public 
buildings, and other day-to-day public services provided by municipal governments across Alberta; 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta plans to replace the Municipal Sustainability Initiative (MSI) Capital with 
a new municipal infrastructure funding program in 2024 called the Local Government Fiscal Framework (LGFF) 
Capital program and LGFF Capital will represent the bulk of infrastructure funding that the Government of 
Alberta provides to municipalities; 
 
WHEREAS the LGFF Capital program will meet ABmunis’ principles for increased predictability and 
responsiveness; however, the program does not meet the principle of revenue adequacy because the starting 
amount of funding in 2024 is set to be $722 million, which is 36 per cent lower than the historical funding 
average under the MSI program and does not compensate for changes in Alberta’s population and inflationary 
changes in the cost of construction and materials;3 
 
WHEREAS municipal governments have limited fiscal capacity to generate the revenue needed to maintain 
existing infrastructure as well as build new infrastructure to support community growth; 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta currently collects $2.5 billion in property taxes, an amount that Budget 
2023 signals will increase by a rate determined by combination of inflation and population, which further limits 
municipalities own revenue generation potential without unduly burdening Alberta homeowners and renters;4 
 
WHEREAS Alberta’s population has grown at an average of 1.8 per cent annually since 20115, but provincial 
investment in community infrastructure has declined over that same period; 
 
WHEREAS Alberta’s population continues to grow with the province’s “Alberta is Calling” campaign helping to 
contribute to a 3.5 per cent increase in Alberta’s population between July 2022 and July 2023 and the 
Government of Alberta estimates that population growth will be up to 4.4 per cent in 2023;6 
 
WHEREAS in 2011, the Government of Alberta delivered $420 per capita across all municipal capital funding 
programs, but that level of investment has trended downward since that time to only $151 per capita in 2023-
24 and will only rise to a projected amount of $180 per capita in 2024-25;7 
 
WHEREAS over the last decade, the province has placed a lower priority on funding community infrastructure 
with total municipal capital funding dropping from 3.7 per cent of provincial spending in 2011-12 to only 1.0 per 
cent of budgeted spending in 2023-24;8 
 
WHEREAS the quality of community infrastructure is a critical factor in the quality of life offered in Alberta’s 
communities and is a key element to create a competitive advantage to attract and retain people, families, 
workers, and business investment in Alberta; 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Alberta is making great efforts to encourage people to move to Alberta but 
there needs to be a corresponding increase in investment in community infrastructure to support new and 
existing residents; 
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IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the Government of Alberta to 
restore municipal infrastructure funding to an adequate level by setting the new Local Government Fiscal 
Framework Capital funding program at a starting amount of $1.75 billion when the program begins in 2024.  
 
Municipal Affairs Response: 

The provincial government understands that investments in municipal infrastructure are vital to Alberta’s 
economic development, and government provides significant supports to help ensure our growing 
municipalities are attractive places to live, work, and invest. Recognizing this, the government has fulfilled its 
commitment to providing predictable, long-term infrastructure funding for all municipalities through the Local 
Government Fiscal Framework Act. 
 
As noted in the Municipal Affairs response to Resolution B13 on provincial funding for growing municipalities, 
the Local Government Fiscal Framework (LGFF) will start at a baseline funding level of $722 million in 
2024/25, with future funding reflective of the percentage change in provincial revenues. The LGFF will 
strengthen predictability for municipalities, while ensuring overall funding amounts remain sustainable for the 
province.  
 
The Act links future municipal infrastructure funding to changes in provincial revenues, meaning municipalities 
will share in both the benefits and challenges of Alberta’s economy. Budget 2023 announced an increase in 
the Revenue Index Factor, meaning the LGFF program budget will increase and decrease at the same 
percentage rate as increases or decreases in provincial revenues. Previously, the rate of change was half of 
the percentage change in provincial revenues. 
 
However, the Alberta government must ensure that provincial spending remains reasonable to help protect 
affordability for Albertans, especially during this time of rapidly rising costs. This is reinforced by Alberta’s new 
framework announced in Budget 2023 that requires balanced budgets and limits year over year expense 
growth to population growth and inflation. Alberta will continue balancing all financial decisions to ensure these 
requirements are met.  
 
 


